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Bob’s Corner
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God, His mercy endures forever.

Does anyone remember the song “See you in September”?
Well, I will never forget it. A dear friend, Lisa C. died at 17 years old from a bad needle. She was a wonderful young lady with a brain and a heart. She unfortunately fell into bad company.  When we graduated from Blessed Sacrament Catholic School, we kept in touch as did others in our grade. We hung out on the corner of the church just being together. I would say about 15-20 of us would meet on a Friday night at the church corner. For some reason Lisa loved this song, and we would all join in singing acapella.  At this point we were juniors in high school.  Word got out that Lisa died from hepatitis. Her mom and dad and brother were wonderful as her friends came to pay respect to one of us. It has been 57 years since her passing, and every September I play this song.
Why am I sharing this with you?  It still hurts. Like all of you, we carry a lot on our shoulders.
Pastors are people too, sinners just like all of you.  When you look at any Pastor, look into their heart, not what they do, how they worship, where they came from in faith.         
That is why the program used in the ELCA is so intense and lengthy. Are we frustrated? Try being on the call committee. Try being Assistant to the Bishop who has more on their plate than a Pastor would ever have. You see the Assistant’s to the Bishop are sinners also. They too, at times hurt, become overwhelmed, and make decisions we may not understand. Look into their hearts, not their job description. 
Pray for your church. Pray for your call committee volunteers. Pray for the ELCA Synod. Pray that the Holy Spirit comes to a decision.
    “Peace, I leave with you; My peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.”   John 14:27
Blessings
S.A.M. Robert Bonomo
Interim Pastor
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Annual Report
It’s time to start preparing the Annual Report for the January meeting. If you are a Committee Chairperson, please turn in your annual report by November 26. The report must be ready for distribution by mid-December. You can request a copy of your last year’s report from Regina, if needed.

Call Committee Corner
UPDATE AS OF 10/01/2026

Dear Church Family,
When we last updated you on the progress of the Call Committee, we talked about where we were in the Call process and that we were waiting for a response from Synod. 
· On Tuesday, September 1, 2026, we received a phone call from Pastor Nicole Eastwood in reference to the multiple email contacts, letters, and information we had sent to her, as well as copying her assistant, Mrs. Jordan Thomas, and our Conference Dean, Pastor Dale Raatz. This conversation referenced the questions we had asked and clarified reason for the delay in the process thus far. 
· On Sunday, September 6, 2026, the Call Committee had a meeting in which we discussed the information given to us by Pastor Nicole and what our next steps would be. She urged us to continue working on our interview questions list so that we will be prepared when we receive a candidate call list from Synod.  
· Thank you all for your continuing prayers as we navigate the next steps in this call process. We remain committed to the mission God has called us to.

Respectfully Submitted,
Mary Schlumberger, for the Call Committee
Barbara Johnson				Diane Mason
Ginny Owen					Jackie Gregg
Richard Kleinsmith			Judi Schutrum
John Gudorf


WELCA ANNOUNCEMENT FOR OCTOBER VINEYARD VIEWS
"Sisters in Christ, are sisters for life!"

Dear Sisters in Christ, 
Are you a woman who attends St. Timothy Lutheran? If you recently joined our congregation and did not receive your welcome to our group from WELCA, then please call me, Mary Schlumberger at 352-212-7962 so that I may do that. It is that easy to become a member of WELCA (Women of the ELCA).
We either have a membership meeting at 1:00 P.M. in the Bradford Fellowship Hall, or a luncheon at 12:00 P.M. either in the Bradford Fellowship Hall or a local restaurant, each month on the third Tuesday. We usually invite the men to the luncheons. Watch for the sign-up sheets on the WELCA bulletin board.
We get to see our sisters in Christ at the Pinelands Conference Spring Gathering, which will be held on Saturday, March 6, 2027 at a sister church in Ocala, FL. More information to come. 
The Florida Bahamas Synod WELCA Fall Gathering is on  Friday -Sunday, November 13-15, 2026, at the Warren Willis Retreat Center in Fruitland Park, FL. Please see the sign up information on the WELCA bulletin board and call Mary Schlumberger at 352-212-7962 as soon as possible to get registered. We have received a generous pledge from an anonymous member of our St. Timothy family to pay half of the registration fee for the Fall Gathering for two (2) ladies. This provides a great opportunity to attend if you have not been able to. Thank you to the anonymous member for being God's blessing to two (2) of our ladies. 
Your 2026-2027 WELCA Board are:
President - Mary Schlumberger		Vice President - Barbara Carson
Treasurer - Barbara Johnson			Secretary - Sally Hennessey
We are so blessed to have a great group of ladies working together to keep our WELCA group lively and vibrant.
Our next WELCA membership meeting is on Tuesday, October 20, 2026 at 1:00 p.m. in the Bradford Fellowship Hall. We will have a guest speaker from C.A.S.A. (Citrus Abuse Shelter Association). Please plan to attend and to bring an item from the list of needs that was sent out by the chairperson, Patti Cyr or you can make a monetary donation at the meeting. There will be a basket set up for that purpose. The entire congregation is invited to this meeting for the special speaker. 
The November membership meeting will be held on Tuesday, November 17, 2026 at 1:00 p.m. in the Bradford Fellowship Hall. We are hoping to have another speaker for this meeting as well. 
Hope to see all of your friendly faces in October!!
Blessings,
Mary C. Schlumberger - President      


THE POWER OF PRAYER IN ACTION AND INSPIRATION
“DOWNSIZING”
By Barbara Carson

Do you have trouble collecting too much stuff?   Are your   closets too full or the garage is only for storage.  It weighs us down and we think it may be time to “downsize”.   Our lives can feel that way too.   We can become overburdened and weighted down with problems, restlessness or even bitterness.  As for our possessions, we can donate them or throw them away.  But what about our old habits that are just hanging around.   You know the saying “out with the old and in with the new”, well think about the Holy Spirit that fills us daily with new life.  How much space are we allowing for the Holy Spirit?  We just have to ask, and we can begin to feel more gracious, joy, confidence and peace.

Romans 8:26 says “In the same way, the Spirit helps us in  our weakness.  We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans.”   As His presence grows inside us, the old diminishes.  It is just like magic that we start to feel lighter and inspired.  Let’s get rid of those old habits and problems that weigh us down and do some  “downsizing”.  Ephesians 3:17 says “so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, that you are being rooted and grounded in love.”  Christ is always there; we just need to make room. Let’s start now!   It is good for the Soul!   Praise God!  Amen. 


[bookmark: _Hlk212715291][bookmark: _Hlk210208092][image: See the source image][image: See the source image]               2026 THANKSGIVING FOOD BOXES
Fall is here and it’s time once again to start collecting for our Thanksgiving Food Boxes. Our Church’s Community Outreach provides at least 40 food boxes to families (sometimes as large as 9 people), couples and individuals. We are so blessed to be able to help adults and children in need.
Collecting food items will begin on October 25, 2026. Please place all food in designated bins under the table in the fellowship hall, no later than Sunday, November 15, 2026. If you would like to request a box for a family member or friend, forms are available in the narthex area.  All requests for food boxes must be completed and returned to Patti Cyr (Box # 139) no later than Sunday, November 8th.
Please purchase only these items and check the expiration date:

2

Canned Chicken
Canned Ham
Tuna
Soup
Peanut Butter
Jelly
Saltine Crackers
Macaroni & Cheese
Baked Beans (canned)
Canned chili
Oatmeal (prefer box with individual packets)
Canned Fruit or Apple Sauce
Canned Vegetables (corn/green beans)
Pasta
Spaghetti Sauce (prefer cans)
Instant Potatoes
White Rice
Gravy (prefer brown)
Jello & Pudding Mix


The packing of the Thanksgiving Food Boxes will be November 19, 2026. A light lunch will be provided at noon and packing starts immediately after. A sign-up sheet will be posted, and we will make an announcement. The format for items needed will remain the same. 

Contact Patti Cyr, Coordinator, (422-7313) for additional information.
      Thanking everyone, in advance for the food, funds and help you so willingly donate for this activity.
					~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~








[bookmark: _Hlk213314412]Benevolence for October - World Hunger Appeal




[image: lawn irrigation sprinkler- vector illustration Stock Vector | Adobe Stock]
               IRRIGATION SYSTEM                  
PLEASE DO NOT DRIVE OR PARK ON ANY OF THE GRASSY AREAS ON THE CHURCH PROPERTY.  ALL THE SPRINKLER HEADS AND PIPES HAVE BEEN FIXED AND ARE IN WORKING ORDER.  WE DON’T WANT TO HAVE TO KEEP REPLACING THEM.


C.A.S.A.
CITRUS COUNTY ABUSE SHELTER ASSOCIATION
Patti Cyr will now lead St. Timothy Lutheran Church as the representative for C.A.S.A. Outreach Ministry, for woman who are abused. 
Starting in September we will begin to collect Care items:
Body wash                                  laundry detergent and softener
Shampoo and conditioner      Trash bags
Body lotion                                 Disinfectant wipes
Deodorant                                   Lysol spray
Multi-purpose cleaner

At our next WELCA meeting in October, your donations will be presented to our guest speaker from C.A.S.A.  
All women in the ELCA are WELCA representatives. 
Come and welcome this month’s guest speaker and stay for a meeting. WELCA is a wonderful outreach ministry for those who might be looking to give their time and talent. 
Please place your donated items in the designated bin in the Fellowship Hall.
For more information, please call Patti Cyr #352-422-7313.

Respectfully submitted,
Patti Cyr 


From the desk of Minister Robert
If the holy spirit has touched you to even thinking about becoming a council member, feel free to call me or come and see me.
Having a discussion does not mean in any way that you must say yes.

Blessings


DEADLINES
Announcements
[bookmark: _Hlk49244957]Please be aware that if you have entries for the weekend worship announcements you need to have them in on Tuesday prior, as we are preparing and printing them no later than Thursday. 

Vineyard Views
If you have submissions for the November Vineyard Views, please have them in the office no later than the end of day on Tuesday, October 27th.












Pinelands Fall Gathering 2026
Registration now open – sign-up sheet on board
Carpooling available
[image: ]

Please check for the following sign-up sheets 
Pinelands Conference Fall Gathering – bulletin board by kitchen
Serving Our Lord (Worship Helpers) – bulletin board by kitchen
Flower chart – WELCA board 
Healthy Start –bulletin board by kitchen
PB&J Ministry – bulletin board by kitchen
Serving Hands - bulletin board by kitchen
Coffee Hour – in kitchen

UPDATED 7/16  - ZOOM LINK FOR ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sundays at 10:30am
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88640128252?pwd=asNJ6OiNGFFTNzwNA5yhkvPpmt6VCT.1

Meeting chat link
https://us06web.zoom.us/launch/jc/88640128252

Meeting ID: 886 4012 8252
Passcode: 898938
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INFORMATION FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEE
AND YOUR TREASURERS
     In the hope of getting ahead of our property, liability and flood insurance costs, we have been trying to save toward those expenses. We would appreciate any additional donation you could make.  Please include that amount with your regular offering and designate it as “Insurance” on the offering envelope.
AIR CONDITIONING CHALLENGE     
Our challenge for the two (2) air conditioning units has been met.  The total cost of the units is $49,078.00. We had additional costs of $2,500.00 for two (2) metal doors for the mechanical rooms where the handers are housed and $7,762.00 for new electrical wiring for the AC units.  Our total cost for this project is $59,340.00.  Through September 20th we have received $52,112.00 in offerings which leaves a balance of $7,628.00 that we in Finance would like to have recovered for our operating funds.  If you would like to contribute to this balance, please mark your donation “A/C Sanctuary”
      A weekly offering update is given with the email announcements. We are most grateful to all of you who support our projects and programs through your prayers, offerings, time and talents.

Lynn Dively, Treasurer
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THRIVENT FINANCIAL NEWS FOR OCTOBER 2026
$$$THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS®$$$
     Thanks so much to our Thrivent Financial members and friends who direct their Thrivent Choice Dollars® to 
available for activities and projects for our mission and ministry here at St. Timothy.  If you are an eligible 
Thrivent Financial member and have Choice Dollars® available, please call Thrivent (800-847-4836) and say “Thrivent Choice®” or go online to www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice and direct your dollars…hopefully to 
St. Timothy Lutheran Church in Crystal River. To date for 2026 our church has received $2,403.00 through 
this program.  Thanks to the following family members who recently directed their $$ to St. Timothy:
[image: ]Lloyd DeBusk                 Jo An DeBusk
	                                                        


THRIVENT ELECTIONS
The Thrivent Board of Directors election begins October 6th and runs through November 24th.  Please watch your email or mailbox for instructions.
                                         



THRIVENT ACTION TEAMS
     Thrivent Action Teams make it easy for you to bring people together to make a positive change in your community! When you see a need, apply to lead a volunteer team.  Once your idea is approved, a Thrivent Action Kit is delivered to your door. It’s packed with everything you need to help make your project a success. It even includes $250.00 in seed money to help get your project started. After you finish the project, you report the results on-line to Thrivent. This program is brought to you by Thrivent Financial because they believe that being wise with money and living generously go hand in hand. All your questions and requests for this funding program will be answered by going to Thrivent.com/actionteam.***Please note that Thrivent Financial funds accessed for all programs and activities involving St. Timothy Lutheran Church need to be approved by a Committee and the Congregational Council.  2026 Thrivent Action Teams that have been approved: Easter Food Boxes, Bump2Baby Expo, PB&J Ministry, Food Pantry, God’s Work Our Hands, Thanksgiving Food Boxes, Christmas Elves, Shelter needs for CASA and Ruth Circle’s Christmas Project.
THE $250 IN SEED MONEY IS A GIFT FROM THRIVENT THAT WE CAN USE TO HELP WITH COMMUNITY OUTREACH AND PROJECTS INVOLVING OUR CONGREGATION.  THESE FUNDS ARE IN ADDITION TO OUR BUDGETED AMOUNTS AND OFFERINGS AND DONATIONS MADE BY OUR MEMBERS AND FRIENDS. 
                                                         


Financial Representatives for answering questions and offering advice on Thrivent investments and products are:
	
Katherine Gross				Kevin Braunschweiger
in Gainesville, FL            		in Ocala, FL
352-505-8905		                352-440-6784
Katherine.gross@thrivent.com	
	  
Submitted by Lynn Dively



Food Pantry – updated 9/30
The food pantry could use our help with food and/or money. If you want to donate, you can write a check out to LifeTree Church an write “food pantry” on the memo line. Please put the check in an envelope and place it in my mailbox, #210. The current food needs are : any canned vegetables, fruits, chili or peanut butter. 
The food pantry continues to be open on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month, from 9-12. The next food pantry will be on October 13th. 

Healthy Start – updated 9/8
Needs for October: 6 baby lotion, 5 baby shampoo, 7 toys/teething rings, 7 Vaseline.
 Carolyn Fialkowski


 PB&J MINISTRY UPDATE 
Our peanut butter lunch packing for DayStar is the first Monday of the month at 10:30. There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the hallway by the kitchen. We need about 6 people each time or let me know if you are interested. Thank you - Barbara Carson 

[image: See the source image]MESSAGE FROM REGINA
Please, if you are at a church function, think about snapping a few photos for everyone to enjoy. Thank you in advance.


SERVING HANDS
Serving Hands is a program created to help members of our own congregation. Serving Hands is there for you if you need some help in the following areas: a meal brought to you, driving you to an appointment, a friendly visit, doing a household chore, communion brought to you, walking your dog, or picking up food for your pet, etc. These are one-time opportunities, not forever experiences. Please contact Carolyn Fialkowski at 814-392-4281, or Jean Fowler at 586-322-8337 if you need help. 
Please don’t hesitate to call. We want to serve you! Also, if you are willing to help with any of these services, there is a sign-up chart on the kiosk in the entrance way of the church or call one of these ladies.




AED /Medical response :
We have a poster that is behind the kiosk across from our AED in the narthex.  An emergency incident can happen at any time, and it is good to be prepared. The poster explains a “hands only “ CPR protocol as the first line of an emergency of that kind and is very easy for anyone. Please take a look and refresh yourself on the protocol. Our AED is valuable for saving lives but initiating CPR is essential. We do have several people in our congregation that have more detailed experience to assist as needed. For any questions, please ask Barbara Carson.
Instructional video on how to use the Philips AED.

(ctrl + click to follow link)

ST TIMOTHY’S WEBSITE
 Here is the St. Timothy website address: https://www.sttimlutherancrystalriver.com/
(ctrl + click to follow link)

LIVESTREAMING WILL BE UNAVAILABLE UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE, WHILE WE RESOLVE SOME TECHNICAL ISSUES. We apologize for any inconvenience.



Facebook
See our Facebook page for information about upcoming events and Please feel free to message us with suggestions about content. -	Regina


St. Timothy Evangelical Lutheran Church | Facebook
(ctrl + click to follow link)
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Description automatically generated]The Sunshine Card Makers
The Card Makers meet the first Wednesday of the month at 1pm, in the Fellowship Hall.
	-Kathy G


We have the October, November, December 2026 Christ in Our Home booklets. There are some on the table by the mailboxes or you may request one to be put in your box.

HERE AND THERE WITH THE FOLKS OF ST TIMOTHY
September 13th
GWOH packing
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Floyd Blodgett		10/2
Patricia Parker		10/2
Eric Dively			10/2
Carol Rulfs			10/2
Ernest Chainey		10/5
Marian Smith		10/6
Eddie Mason			10/7
Randy Holden		10/11
Donna Kleinsmith	10/11
JoAnne Boggus		10/13
David Sokolowski		10/13
Matt Dively			10/19
Jennifer Messier		10/20
Mary Smorol			10/28
Faye Harkness		10/30
Marcia Treber		10/31


 				        Birthday  Blessings!



October 2026
	SUNDAY
	MONDAY
	TUESDAY
	WEDNESDAY
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY
	SATURDAY

	
	
	
	
	1
11-12 Bible Study for beginners

11am – Miniatures
3:30 - Chimes
4:30 Choir
	2

	3	
2pm Blessing of the Animals

4pm Worship
No Fellowship



	4
9am Worship
10:30 Adult SS, Coffee Fellowship
	5
Bob @ Conference on Ministry

10:30am PB&J

11am – Healthy Start
	6
Bob @ Conference on Ministry



	7
Bob @ Conference on Ministry

1pm Card Makers
	8
11-12 Bible Study for Beginners
11am Miniatures
3:30 - Chimes
4:30 Choir
	9

	10

4pm Worship
No Fellowship


	11
CLERGY APPRECIATION DAY

9am Worship 
10:30 Adult SS, Coffee Fellowship

	12
10:30 Ruth Circle resumes @ Barbara Carson’s house

1pm Garden Club
	13

1pm Royal Dalton
	14

10am Executive Council

1pm W & M
	15
11-12 Bible Study for beginners

11am – Miniatures
3:30 - Chimes
4:30 Choir
	16

	17
Fall Gathering

4pm Worship
No Fellowship


	18
 9am Worship
10:30 Adult SS, Coffee Fellowship

	19
10:30am Sharon Ricketts Svc.
	20

1pm WELCA (Guest speaker from CASA)
	21
11am Council
	22
11-12 Bible Study for beginners

11am – Miniatures, 
3:30 – Chimes
4:30 Choir
	23

	24

4pm Worship
No Fellowship


	25
9am Worship -
10:30 Adult SS, Coffee Fellowship
	26

	27
Bob @ Joy for Pastor’s Conference

Vineyard Views deadline


	28
	29
11-12 Bible Study for beginners

11am – Miniatures, 
3:30 – Chimes
4:30 Choir
	30
	31

4pm Worship
No Fellowship
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St. Timothy Lutheran Church
S.A.M. Robert “Bob” Bonomo
1070 N. Suncoast Blvd.                      
Crystal River, FL 34429				
Phone: 352-795-5325	
	      
Church email: crsttimothy@tampabay.rr.com                                              
Website: www.sttimlutherancrystalriver.com 
             (ctrl + click to follow link)              
                                    
Lay Minister: Frank Hofstetter
Director of Music: Sally Hennessey
Saturday Pianist: Bill Robinson
Church Secretary: Regina Mendicino
Sexton: William “Bill” Dexter

2026 Congregational Council Members                 
President: Barbara Carson            	
Vice-President: Barbara Johnson						
Secretary: Carolyn Fialkowski 		                                    
Treasurer: Lynn Dively				 
Council Members: Patti Cyr, Jodie Gudorf, Bob Bonomo

Weekly Worship
Saturdays 4pm
Sundays 9am
Holy Communion available at both services
Adult Sunday School - 10:30am
Sunday Services -YouTube links on website
2
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