[bookmark: _Hlk185423162][bookmark: _Hlk181269205][image: ]
ST. TIMOTHY EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Vineyard Views
November 2026


[bookmark: _Hlk143771395][bookmark: _Hlk81396387][bookmark: _Hlk94694071][bookmark: _Hlk89338043][bookmark: _Hlk56588020][bookmark: _Hlk170382312][bookmark: _Hlk178759433] 



[bookmark: _Hlk146617370]
Bob’s Corner
As the saying goes: “Spring ahead, Fallback”
At this time of year, we have the opportunity to open windows in our homes, breathe fresh air. Even our furry friends enjoy this cool weather.  This is also the time of year when we need to refocus on our church responsibilities not because we have to, but because we want to.  Being emersed in a church family can be very comforting, exciting and maybe annoying. Well, isn’t that what happens in families at home?   
But here is the bonus. With most of our loved ones who are not around for our daily activity, we can share our issues with a person or persons who also understands what we are going through.  When we worship together on Saturday’s and Sunday’s do you not feel the community of support surrounding you? Do you feel the love of others? When we share the sign of peace, I remain amazed how many of you walk out of your way to make sure that you touch everyone. That makes my soul feel good.   I pray you feel the same way.
Okay Robert, what are you getting at? We are a parish of elders, but that does not categorize us as old. We are a vibrant giving parish, who serve abundantly. But there are some who do not. As you open your “Estimate of giving envelope”, there must be one ministry of interest to you. It takes only one ministry to serve God and His people outside of our church walls.  Our office needs someone to shred. Can you give at least one hour a week? You can pick your day so someone else can pick another day.  
If you are not attending worship on a regular basis, have you asked yourself WHY?
My door is always open for conversation, but not complaints. I am here to serve.  This is what God wants me to do not for me but for you.Pray daily, read your bible, find a Psalm or Proverb that touches you. Share it with me.    

Psalm 103
1Bless the LORD, O my soul,
and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name.
2Bless the LORD, O my soul,
and forget not all God’s benefits—
3who forgives all your sins
and heals all your diseases;
4who redeems your life from the grave
and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy;
5who satisfies your desires with good things
so that your youth is renewed like an eagle’s.

God’s Peace, I share with you,
Robert (Bob) Bonomo
Interim Pastor

 

SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL TOWN HALL MEETING!
November 8, 2026, AN AFTER CHURCH GATHERING
"VISIONS AND VOICES"
Share a light lunch with each other and express your ideas and vision for our St. Timothy family. 
Along with interactive feedback and discussion for making us one body IN CHRIST.
Annual Report
It’s time to start preparing the Annual Report for the January meeting. If you are a Committee Chairperson, please turn in your annual report by November 26. The report must be ready for distribution by mid-December. You can request a copy of your last year’s report from Regina, if needed.


SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING ON SUNDAY NOVEMBER 15
Following church on Sunday, November 15th there will be a special meeting held to vote to extend the Call to the Candidate Robert Bonomo.  All are welcome, but only full members may vote, and they must be present to vote. There will be a representative from the Bishop’s office present to oversee the process.



IRRIGATION SYSTEM
PLEASE DO NOT DRIVE OR PARK ON ANY OF THE GRASSY AREAS ON THE CHURCH PROPERTY.  ALL THE SPRINKLER HEADS AND PIPES HAVE BEEN FIXED AND ARE IN WORKING ORDER.  WE DON’T WANT TO HAVE TO KEEP REPLACING THEM.

CHURCH FRONT ENTRANCE PARKING
     Please do not park in the space designated with the white lines at the front door entrance under the portico.  This is for emergency vehicles.  You may drop off passengers and/or supplies, but your vehicle must be moved away from that area and preferably parked in the parking lot at the rear of the church.
CASA UPDATE
Big shout of “THANKS” for all who helped fill up the shopping cart with items for CASA. Here’s what was collected:
Paper products included garbage bags, sandwich bags, storage bags, plastic wrap and paper towels (20 boxes and 2 rolls).
Cleaning products, which included fabric softener, laundry detergent, disinfectant spray and wipes, and multiple other cleaning products (37 items).
Hygiene products which included shampoo, conditioner, body wash, deodorant, toothpaste and personal care items (50 items).
A CASA Representative shared an overview at our WELCA meeting. The items were blessed and packed in their vehicle.
As always, Thank you, St. Timothy family, for your support.
                Patti
THE POWER OF PRAYER IN ACTION AND INSPIRATION
“CHAINS AND SCARS”
By Barbara Carson

At the Pineland Conference Fall Gathering last week in Gainesville we had a very interesting bible study called  “Visual Prayer”.  We were given a card with a picture on it.  Everyone got a different one.  We were told to look at that card and in silence concentrate on what we saw.  I picked one that had a dark background, and it was a picture of a padlock hanging from 4 large chains in a V formation. No color but black and grey. Now how attractive is that?   Ten to twenty  minutes went by as we were told to observe and picture in our mind what kind of thoughts and signs it brings to mind.  To me it showed the darkness of sin and how it can be locked up inside unless you “Let God and Let Go”.  Meaning let go of that sin and let God take hold of your life.  Now there were several links attached to that padlock and there were clips that could disconnect them from the padlock.  How interesting it is, that as we confess our sin, God disconnects us from it and we can live our life the way God want us to.  
Sin does accumulate so as we disconnect it from the source, we are set free.  Sin locks us out of ourselves and if we can’t disconnect, our life has “scars”.  God has a plan for your life.  It may not be the one you think it might be but if you remove those chains and scars removing   that darkness will change your life.  Only God can disconnect those links by you asking him to and through his Word, they will disappear one by one.  
We sometimes forget and get bogged down with life and it’s  sin and turmoil and soon we face the darkness of unresolved sin and   we don’t even realize it.  
From one picture, I got all that and practicing “Visual Prayer” I learned that God is speaking to me all the time even if I am, not 

talking. The Holy Spirit is working and transforming my life through these pictures. How He talks to us this way is a mystery but God is always with us just waiting to save us.  2 Corinthians 12:9 says, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.  Therefore, I will boast all the more gladly about my weakness so that Christ’s power may rest on me. “That’s comforting!

The action of the power of prayer with God can unlock anything, so don’t get chained up or down.   AMEN
 
Christmas Elves
This year St. Timothy Lutheran Church will be sponsoring 15 children through the Family Resource Center Christmas Project. These Christmas gifts help support Parents, Grandparents and Foster Parents who need a little help during the holiday season. This program is 100% local community effort. We have a table set up with a list of each child's interest and needs. Please write your name next to the gift that you would like to get. Attach the tag to the gift. Gifts should be unwrapped and brought to the Church by December 6. 

Thank you so much for your care and compassion. We at St. Timothy Lutheran Church are able to brighten the holidays for these local children. 

If you have any questions, please contact me, Diane Mason 352-634-1344. 

God Bless, Diane Mason Jennifer Messier
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Fall is here and it’s time once again to start collecting for our Thanksgiving Food Boxes. Our Church’s Community Outreach provides at least 40 food boxes to families (sometimes as large as 9 people), couples and individuals. We are so blessed to be able to help adults and children in need.
Collecting food items will begin on October 25, 2026. Please place all food in designated bins under the table in the fellowship hall, no later than Sunday, November 15, 2026. If you would like to request a box for a family member or friend, forms are available in the narthex area.  All requests for food boxes must be completed and returned to Patti Cyr (Box # 139) no later than Sunday, November 8th.
Please purchase only these items and check the expiration date:

2

Canned Chicken
Canned Ham
Tuna
Soup
Peanut Butter
Jelly
Saltine Crackers
Macaroni & Cheese
Baked Beans (canned)
Canned chili
Oatmeal (prefer box with individual packets)
Canned Fruit or Apple Sauce
Canned Vegetables (corn/green beans)
Pasta
Spaghetti Sauce (prefer cans)
Instant Potatoes
White Rice
Gravy (prefer brown)
Jello & Pudding Mix


The packing of the Thanksgiving Food Boxes will be November 19, 2026. A light lunch will be provided at noon and packing starts immediately after. A sign-up sheet will be posted, and we will make an announcement. The format for items needed will remain the same. 

Contact Patti Cyr, Coordinator, (422-7313) for additional information.
      Thanking everyone, in advance for the food, funds and help you so willingly donate for this activity.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~



[bookmark: _Hlk213314412]Benevolence for November	 - Citrus County Blessings
Packing backpacks/bags of food for school children in our county, so that they will have food on the weekends. We pack once a month.


From the desk of Minister Robert
If the holy spirit has touched you to even thinking about becoming a council member, feel free to call me or come and see me.
Having a discussion does not mean in any way that you must say yes.

Blessings

DEADLINES
Announcements
[bookmark: _Hlk49244957]Please be aware that if you have entries for the weekend worship announcements you need to have them in on Tuesday prior, as we are preparing and printing them no later than Thursday. 

Vineyard Views
If you have submissions for the December Vineyard Views, please have them in the office no later than the end of day on Tuesday, November 24th.




Please check for the following sign-up sheets 
Thanksgiving Food Box Packing/Pizza Party – bulletin board by kitchen
Thanksgiving Meal – bulletin board by kitchen
Serving Our Lord (Worship Helpers) – bulletin board by kitchen
Flower chart – WELCA board 
Healthy Start –bulletin board by kitchen
PB&J Ministry – bulletin board by kitchen
Serving Hands - bulletin board by kitchen
Coffee Hour – in kitchen

UPDATED 7/16  - ZOOM LINK FOR ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sundays at 10:30am
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88640128252?pwd=asNJ6OiNGFFTNzwNA5yhkvPpmt6VCT.1

Meeting chat link
https://us06web.zoom.us/launch/jc/88640128252

Meeting ID: 886 4012 8252
Passcode: 898938

[image: A green and yellow house and tree

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
INFORMATION FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEE
AND YOUR TREASURERS
     In the hope of getting ahead of our property, liability and flood insurance costs, we have been trying to save toward those expenses.  The property and liability insurances (premiums of $14,298.61) were paid in May.  The flood insurance premium ($ 4,256.00) was paid October 5, 2026. We would appreciate any additional donation you could make.  Please include that amount with your regular offering and designate it as “Insurance” on the offering envelope.
AIR CONDITIONING CHALLENGE     
Our challenge for the two (2) air conditioning units has been met.  The total cost of the units is $49,078.00. We had additional costs of $2,500.00 for two (2) metal doors for the mechanical rooms where the handers are housed and $7,762.00 for new electrical wiring for the AC units.  Our total cost for this project is $59,340.00.  Through October 18th we have received $54,532.00 in offerings which leaves a balance of $4,808.00 that we in Finance would like to have recovered for our operating funds.  If you would like to contribute to this balance, please mark your donation “A/C Sanctuary”
      A weekly offering update is given with the email announcements. We are most grateful to all of you who support our projects and programs through your prayers, offerings, time and talents.

Lynn Dively, Treasurer

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

THRIVENT FINANCIAL NEWS FOR NOVEMBER 2026
$$$THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS®$$$
     Thanks so much to our Thrivent Financial members and friends who direct their Thrivent Choice Dollars® to 
available for activities and projects for our mission and ministry here at St. Timothy.  If you are an eligible Thrivent Financial member and have Choice Dollars® available, please call Thrivent (800-847-4836) and say “Thrivent Choice®” or go online to www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice and direct your dollars…hopefully to St. Timothy Lutheran Church in Crystal River. To date for 2026 our church has received $2,403.00 through 
this program.
[image: ]   
	      THRIVENT ELECTIONS
 The Thrivent Board of Directors election began October 6th and runs through November 24, 2026.  Please watch your email or mailbox for instructions.
                                         

THRIVENT ACTION TEAMS
     Thrivent Action Teams make it easy for you to bring people together to make a positive change in your community! When you see a need, apply to lead a volunteer team.  Once your idea is approved, a Thrivent Action Kit is delivered to your door. It’s packed with everything you need to help make your project a success. It even includes $250.00 in seed money to help get your project started. After you finish the project, you report the results on-line to Thrivent. This program is brought to you by Thrivent Financial because they believe that being wise with money and living generously go hand in hand. All your questions and requests for this funding program will be answered by going to Thrivent.com/actionteam.***Please note that Thrivent Financial funds accessed for all programs and activities involving St. Timothy Lutheran Church need to be approved by a Committee and the Congregational Council.  2026 Thrivent Action Teams that have been approved: Easter Food Boxes, Bump2Baby Expo, PB&J Ministry, Food Pantry, God’s Work Our Hands, Thanksgiving Food Boxes, Christmas Elves, Shelter needs for CASA and Ruth Circle’s Christmas Project.

THE $250 IN SEED MONEY IS A GIFT FROM THRIVENT THAT WE CAN USE TO HELP WITH COMMUNITY OUTREACH AND PROJECTS INVOLVING OUR CONGREGATION.  THESE FUNDS ARE IN ADDITION TO OUR BUDGETED AMOUNTS AND OFFERINGS AND DONATIONS MADE BY OUR MEMBERS AND FRIENDS. 
                                                         
Financial Representatives for answering questions and offering advice on Thrivent investments and products are:
Katherine Gross in Gainesville, FL                        Kevin Braunschweiger in Ocala, FL
352-505-8905		                                        352-440-6784
	Katherine.gross@thrivent.com		  

Submitted by Lynn Dively




Food Pantry – updated 10/14
The food pantry could use our help with food and/or money. If you want to donate, you can write a check out to LifeTree Church an write “food pantry” on the memo line. Please put the check in an envelope and place it in my mailbox, #210. The current food needs are : any canned vegetables, fruits, chili with beans, CANNED Spaghetti Sauce (no glass), or peanut butter. There is a cart in the fellowship hall to put food donations in.
The food pantry continues to be open on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month, from 9-12. The next food pantry will be on October 27th. 


Healthy Start – updated 11/3
Needs for December: 13 baby wipes, 13 diaper cream, 9 toys or teething rings.
 Carolyn Fialkowski


 PB&J MINISTRY UPDATE 
Our peanut butter lunch packing for DayStar is the first Monday of the month at 10:30. There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the hallway by the kitchen. We need about 6 people each time or let me know if you are interested. Thank you - Barbara Carson 

[image: See the source image]MESSAGE FROM REGINA
Please, if you are at a church function, think about snapping a few photos for everyone to enjoy. Thank you in advance.


SERVING HANDS
Serving Hands is a program created to help members of our own congregation. Serving Hands is there for you if you need some help in the following areas: a meal brought to you, driving you to an appointment, a friendly visit, doing a household chore, communion brought to you, walking your dog, or picking up food for your pet, etc. These are one-time opportunities, not forever experiences. Please contact Carolyn Fialkowski at 814-392-4281, or Jean Fowler at 586-322-8337 if you need help. 
Please don’t hesitate to call. We want to serve you! Also, if you are willing to help with any of these services, there is a sign-up chart on the kiosk in the entrance way of the church or call one of these ladies.



AED /Medical response :
We have a poster that is behind the kiosk across from our AED in the narthex.  An emergency incident can happen at any time, and it is good to be prepared. The poster explains a “hands only “ CPR protocol as the first line of an emergency of that kind and is very easy for anyone. Please take a look and refresh yourself on the protocol. Our AED is valuable for saving lives but initiating CPR is essential. We do have several people in our congregation that have more detailed experience to assist as needed. For any questions, please ask Barbara Carson.
Instructional video on how to use the Philips AED.

(ctrl + click to follow link)

ST TIMOTHY’S WEBSITE
 Here is the St. Timothy website address: https://www.sttimlutherancrystalriver.com/
(ctrl + click to follow link)

LIVESTREAMING WILL BE UNAVAILABLE UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE, WHILE WE RESOLVE SOME TECHNICAL ISSUES. We apologize for any inconvenience.



Facebook
See our Facebook page for information about upcoming events and Please feel free to message us with suggestions about content. -	Regina


St. Timothy Evangelical Lutheran Church | Facebook
(ctrl + click to follow link)
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The Card Makers meet the first Wednesday of the month at 1pm, in the Fellowship Hall.
	-Kathy G


We have the October, November, December 2026 Christ in Our Home booklets. There are some on the table by the mailboxes or you may request one to be put in your box.

HERE AND THERE WITH THE FOLKS OF ST TIMOTHY
Blessing of the Animals
October 3rd
16 people, 9 dogs, and 1 cat
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From the Conference on Ministry at the beginning of October.
Left to right: Rev. Nicole Eastwood, Rev. Dr. Carlos Ham, Bishop Pedro Suarez, Rev. Dr. Derek Hoven, and Rev. Rob Rose
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October 7th Citrus Blessings
7 volunteers, 248 bags packed and delivered
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Some donations for the Thanksgiving Food Boxes
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S.A.M. Robert “Bob” Bonomo as Martin Luther on Reformation Sunday, October 25th 
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Sandy Maisano			11/4
Andrea Mitchell			11/5
        Lynn Dively		   		11/15
Carl Harper 		   		11/15
Carolyn Fialkowski		11/29





 				        Birthday  Blessings!



November 2026
	SUNDAY
	MONDAY
	TUESDAY
	WEDNESDAY
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY
	SATURDAY

	1
Daylight Savings Time Ends – FALL BACK
9am Worship
10:30 Adult SS, Coffee Fellowship
	2
10:30am PB&J
11am – Healthy Start
	3
	4

11am Citrus Blessings
1pm Card Makers
	5
11-12 Bible Study for beginners

11am – Miniatures
3:30 - Chimes
4:30 Choir
	6

	7	

4pm Worship
No Fellowship



	8
9am Worship
10:30 TOWN HALL MEETING/Visions and Voices
	9
10:30 Ruth Circle  @ Barbara Carson’s house


	10
Bob Synod meeting
	11
10am Executive Board Meeting
	12
11-12 Bible Study for Beginners
11am Miniatures
1pm W & M
3:30 - Chimes
4:30 Choir
	13

	14

4pm Worship
No Fellowship


	15
9am Worship 
10:30 SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING/VOTE

	16


	17
Bob @ Synod

	18
11am Council
	19
NO B.S. Bob off
11am – Miniatures
12pm Pizza Party/Food Box Packing
3:30 - Chimes
4:30 Choir
	20

	21

4pm Worship
No Fellowship


	22
 9am Worship
10:30 Adult SS, Coffee Fellowship

	23

	24

Vineyard Views Deadlne 
	25

	26
THANKSGIVING DAY MEAL
	27

	28

4pm Worship
No Fellowship


	29
9am Worship -
10:30 Adult SS, Coffee Fellowship
	30
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St. Timothy Lutheran Church
S.A.M. Robert “Bob” Bonomo
1070 N. Suncoast Blvd.                      
Crystal River, FL 34429				
Phone: 352-795-5325	
	      
Church email: crsttimothy@tampabay.rr.com                                              
Website: www.sttimlutherancrystalriver.com 
             (ctrl + click to follow link)              
                                    
Lay Minister: Frank Hofstetter
Director of Music: Sally Hennessey
Saturday Pianist: Bill Robinson
Church Secretary: Regina Mendicino
Sexton: William “Bill” Dexter

2026 Congregational Council Members                 
President: Barbara Carson            	
Vice-President: Barbara Johnson						
Secretary: Carolyn Fialkowski 		                                    
Treasurer: Lynn Dively				 
Council Members: Patti Cyr, Jodie Gudorf, Bob Bonomo

Weekly Worship
Saturdays 4pm
Sundays 9am
Holy Communion available at both services
Adult Sunday School - 10:30am
Sunday Services -YouTube links on website
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Word list:

Joy

FRIENDSHIP

BLESSINGS

OBEDIENCE
PATIENCE

CHURCH

GUIDANCE
HEALING
HEAVEN

COMPASSION
COURAGE
ETERNAL

SALVATION

FAITHFULNESS
FORGIVENESS

WISDOM

JESUS
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