The Nativity of Our Lord
December 24, 2025
St Timothy Lutheran Church
Christmas Eve 5 PM Service
[image: image4.png]s FE=

e ‘ :

5
o e - .
Ho-ly ho-ly.  ho-ly Lord, God of pow'r and might,

3 == ~
= =7
e T i T 2 T

heav-cn and earth are full of your glo - ry, full of your glo-ry. Ho-

san
est. Bless-ed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-
5 —r= T
%@ E e =
v+ = LESSiTES =

=
san - na,ho - san - ma, ho - san -main the  high - est




In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. Isaiah declares that the light of the long-promised king will illumine the world and bring endless peace and justice. Paul reminds us that the grace of God through Jesus Christ brings salvation to all people. The angels declare that Jesus’ birth is good and joyful news for everyone, including lowly shepherds. Filled with the light that shines in our lives, we go forth to share the light of Christ with the whole world.

Welcome to everyone who worships with us this Blessed Christmas Eve as we celebrate the ultimate of God's gifts to the world, the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, and we prepare for His triumphant return!

A Special Welcome to Our Guests!

We are a church of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.  Everyone is welcome in our churches and at our Lord’s Table.  We daily remember that this is Jesus’ House and Table – not ours – and we welcome as He would.

Please take a moment to sign the Friendship Register located at the end of each pew.  Gluten-free wafers, water, and grape juice are available at communion in addition to the traditional wafers and wine – please ask the ushers for assistance if you have questions about communion.  Also, please let the ushers know if you need S.A.M. Bob to bring communion to you in the pew.

God Bless You and Yours this Christmas Season!

May You Feel Christ’s Presence in This Place

Pre-Service Music

Welcome to All
Prelude

Confession and Forgiveness
(Please stand)

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,

Wonderful Counselor,

Mighty Savior,

Prince of Peace.
Amen.
Trusting in God’s steadfast love and faithfulness,

let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Reconciling God,

we yearn for your presence to transform
our grief, pain, and despair.
We confess that we have not always prepared
room in our hearts for your love;
we have not always recognized
your presence among us;
we have not always embraced your message of peace.
We cry out, weary with the burden of violence,
oppression, and fear.
We confess our failure to make room
for those seeking refuge;
our participation in violent systems
that harm your innocent ones;
our reluctance to embody your good news.
Be born in us today
and teach us to sing the joyful song of your salvation.
Amen.
Greeting

S.A.M. Bob:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C:  And also with you.
Gathering Hymn: O Come, All Ye Faithful   ELW 283
1 O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! O

come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;



come and behold him, born the king of angels:

Refrain
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,


O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

2
The highest, most holy, light of light eternal,


born of a virgin, a mortal he comes;


Son of the Father now in flesh appearing!  Refrain
3
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,


sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!


Glory to God in the highest:  Refrain
4
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning;


Jesus, to thee be glory giv'n!


Word of the Father, 
now in flesh appearing:  Refrain
Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-1880, sts. 1, 3-4; tr. unknown, st. 2
S.A.M. Bob:  The Lord be with you.

C:  And also with you.
Prayer of the Day

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

(Please be seated)
First Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7
This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian oppression, a hope based on the birth of a royal child with a name full of promise. While Judah’s king will practice justice and righteousness, the real basis for faith lies in God’s passion for the people: The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this!

 2 The people who walked in darkness
  have seen a great light;
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
  on them light has shined.
 3 You have multiplied exultation;
  you have increased its joy;
 they rejoice before you
  as with joy at the harvest,
  as people exult when dividing plunder.
 4 For the yoke of their burden
  and the bar across their shoulders,
  the rod of their oppressor,
  you have broken as on the day of Midian.
 5 For all the boots of the tramping warriors
  and all the garments rolled in blood
  shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
 6 For a child has been born for us,
  a son given to us;
 authority rests upon his shoulders,
  and he is named
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
 7 Great will be his authority,
  and there shall be endless peace
 for the throne of David and his kingdom.
  He will establish and uphold it
 with justice and with righteousness
  from this time onward and forevermore.
 The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

Psalm 96 (Congregation will read bold print.)
 1 Sing to the Lord a new song;
  sing to the Lord, all the earth.
 2 Sing to the Lord, bless the name of the Lord;
  proclaim God’s salvation from day to day.
 3 Declare God’s glory among the nations
  and God’s wonders among all peoples.
 4 For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised,
  more to be feared than all gods. 
 5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols;
  but you, O Lord, have made the heavens.
 6 Majesty and magnificence are in your presence;
  power and splendor are in your sanctuary.
 7 Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples,
  ascribe to the Lord honor and power.
 8 Ascribe to the Lord the honor due the holy name;
  bring offerings and enter the courts of the Lord. 
 9 Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness;
  tremble before the Lord, all the earth.
 10 Tell it out among the nations: “The  Lord is king!
  The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved will judge the peoples with equity.”
 11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;
  let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be joyful and all that is therein.
 12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your coming, O Lord,
  for you come to judge the earth.
 13 You will judge the world with righteousness
  and the peoples with your truth. 
Second Reading: Titus 2:11-14

The appearance of God’s grace in Jesus Christ brings salvation for all humanity. Consequently, in the present we live wisely and justly while also anticipating the hope of our Savior’s final appearance.

11 The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12 training us to renounce impiety and worldly passions and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 13 while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14 He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.

Gospel Acclamation

S.A.M. Bob: Alleluia. I am bringing you good news of great joy for | all the people:* to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messi- | ah, the Lord. 
(Please stand for the Gospel.)
S.A.M.:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 2nd chapter
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Luke 2:1-14 [15-20]

God’s greatest gift comes as a baby in a manger. Angels announce the “good news of great joy” and proclaim God’s blessing of peace.

1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was no place in the guest room.
  8 Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for see, I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,
  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”[
  15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph and the child lying in the manger. 17 When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them, 19 and Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, just as it had been told them.] 
S.A.M. Bob:  The Gospel of the Lord.

C:  Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon by Bob
(Please stand for the Hymn of the Day)
Hymn of the Day: From Heaven Above ELW 268 (v 1-3, 5, 8)
1 "From heav'n above to earth I come to bear good

news to ev'ry home! Glad tidings of great joy I

bring to all the world, and gladly sing:"

2 "To you this night is born a child of Mary,

chosen virgin mild; this newborn child of lowly

birth shall be the joy of all the earth."

3 "This is the Christ, God's Son most high, who hears your

sad and bitter cry, who will himself your Savior

be and from all sin will set you free."

5
"These are the signs that you will see



  to let you know that it is he:



  in manger-bed, in swaddling clothes



  the child who all the earth upholds."

8
 Welcome to earth, O noble Guest,



  through whom this sinful world is blest!



  You turned not from our needs away;



  how can our thanks such love repay?
The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
by the power of the Holy Spirit,
He became incarnate from the Virgin Mary and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The Peace
S.A.M. Bob:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C:  And also with you.

(The ministers and congregation may greet one another in the name of the Lord.)

Offering Prayer

God of glory,

great are your wonders among us

and many are the blessings you bestow.

Use us and these your gifts for the needs of the world,

that all the ends of the earth may rejoice in your saving grace, through Christ our Savior.

Amen.
Preface

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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S.A.M. Bob:  The Lord be with you,



C:  And also with you.

S.A.M. Bob:  Lift up your hearts,




C:  We lift them to the Lord.

S.A.M. Bob:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God,

C:  It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Eucharistic Prayer

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting, and your faithfulness endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey. Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 

In the night he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying: Take and eat; this is my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

After supper he took the cup, gave thanks and gave it for all to drink saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin, Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.
Christ has died

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

Our Lord's Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive those who trespass against us, And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, now and forever and ever.  
Amen.

Invitation to Communion

S.A.M. Bob: God is now in flesh appearing. There is a place for you at the table of God. Come, receive the food that does not perish, a test of life eternal. Come and taste on your lips a Love we cannot comprehend.

C: Amen
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Please come forward to receive.
Communion Hymns: Mary Had a Baby TFF 55, That Boy-Child of Mary TFF 54, (In the Bleak Mid-Winter ELW 294 if needed)
Prayer after Communion

Incarnate God, you are among us at this table.

May we treasure this gift and ponder in our hearts

the mystery of your presence.

Move us to discover the wonders of your love

in the everyday moments of our lives,

through Christ born in us.

Amen.
Bob lights your candle from the Christ candle.

The Candle Lighting
S.A.M. Bob:  Jesus said, "I am the Light of the world...

C:  "Those who follow me will not walk in darkness but will have the light of life."

S.A.M. Bob:  This is the message we have heard from him and proclaimed to you:  that God is Light, in whom there is no darkness at all.

C:  If we say we have fellowship with God while we walk in darkness, we lie, and do not live according to the truth.

S.A.M. Bob:  But, if we walk in the light, as God is in the light, we have fellowship with one another,

C:  And the blood of Jesus, God's Son, cleanses us from all sin.

S.A.M. Bob:  For in him is life, and that life is the light of all.

C:  We have beheld his glory, glory as of the only Son of the Father, full of grace and truth.

S.A.M. Bob:  So let your light shine before all, that they may see the good that you do and give glory to your Father in heaven.
(As we sing)
Silent Night!  Holy Night!

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright
round yon virgin mother and Child!  Holy Infant so tender and mild, Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night!  Shepherds quake at the sight;

glories stream from heaven afar, Heav'nly hosts sing, "Alleluia!

Christ, the Savior is born!  Christ, the Savior, is born!"

Silent night, holy night!  Son of God, love's pure light

radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.  Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.
Please extinguish your candles
Sending
Blessing

The triune God,

glorious Mystery,

holy Incarnate One,

abiding Comforter,

☩ bless you with endless grace, peace, and joy.

Amen.
Sending Hymn: 
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Text: Isaac Watts, 1674—1748
Music: ANTIOCH, English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 17921872




Dismissal

S.A.M. Bob: Glory to God in the highest!

C: And peace to God’s people on earth!
S.A.M. Bob: Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace.

C: Thanks be to God.
Postlude 
Unless otherwise noted, materials used in this bulletin are:
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