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Crystal River, FL  34429
Telephone number (Office): 352-795-5325
Office email address: crsttimothy@tampabay.rr.com
Saturday, January 3rd 
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Within the gospel reading’s profound words lies the simple message that God is revealed in a human person. Though we may try to understand how the Word existed with God from the beginning of time, the wonder we celebrate at Christmas is that the Word continues to dwell among us. Christ comes among us in the gathered assembly, the scriptures, the waters of new birth, and the bread and the wine. Through these ordinary gifts we receive the fullness of God’s grace and truth.


St Timothy Worship Team
[bookmark: _Hlk205974094]S.A.M. Robert F.  Bonomo
Director of Music, Sally Hennessey
Saturday Pianist, Bill Robinson
[bookmark: _Hlk207185303]Welcome and Sharing of Congregational News
[bookmark: _Hlk202273810][bookmark: _Hlk202273840][bookmark: _Hlk202445300][bookmark: _Hlk204078446][bookmark: _Hlk204082059][bookmark: _Hlk204689608][bookmark: _Hlk205296930][bookmark: _Hlk205892882][bookmark: _Hlk206494873]Prelude
[bookmark: _Hlk202348189]Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty Savior,
Prince of Peace.
Amen.
Trusting in God’s steadfast love and faithfulness,
let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Reconciling God,
we yearn for your presence to transform
our grief, pain, and despair.
We confess that we have not always prepared
room in our hearts for your love;
we have not always recognized
your presence among us;
we have not always embraced your message of peace.
We cry out, weary with the burden of violence,
oppression, and fear.
We confess our failure to make room
for those seeking refuge;
our participation in violent systems
that harm your innocent ones;
our reluctance to embody your good news.
Be born in us today
and teach us to sing the joyful song of your salvation.
Amen.
God’s grace upon grace flows over you.
☩ Christ’s presence redeems the whole creation.
Your sins are forgiven. Let the earth rejoice and be glad!
Amen.
Greeting
Pr. Brisson: The joy of our Lord Jesus Christ, the compassion of God, and the creative power of the Holy Spirit be with you all.	
[bookmark: _Hlk170811727][bookmark: _Hlk202274439][bookmark: _Hlk202445566]C: And also with you.

[bookmark: _Hlk215565930]Gathering Hymn: All My Heart Again Rejoices ELW 273
1 All my heart again rejoices as I hear, far and
near, sweetest angel voices; "Christ is born," their choirs are singing, till the air ev'rywhere now with joy is ringing.

2 Jesus' voice from lowly manger softly thus calls to
us: "You are safe from danger; come and see; from all that grieves you you are freed; all you need I will surely give you."

3	Come, then, let us hasten yonder; here let all, great and
small, kneel in awe and wonder; love him who with love is yearning; hail the star that from far bright with hope is burning.

	4	You, dear Lord, I'll ever cherish; though my breath fail in
death, I will never perish: by your side in light eternal
		I shall be endlessly filled with joy supernal.
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-1676; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.

Prayer of the Day
Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.		Amen.
First Lesson:  Jeremiah 31:7-9, 12-14
God promises to bring Israel back to its land from the most remote parts of exile. In Zion Israel will rejoice over God’s gift of food and livestock. Young women will express their joy in dancing; God will give gladness instead of sorrow.
 7 Thus says the LORD:
 Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
  and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
 proclaim, give praise, and say,
  “Save, O LORD, your people,
  the remnant of Israel.”
 8 See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north
  and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
 among them the blind and the lame,
  those with child and those in labor together;
  a great company, they shall return here.
 9 With weeping they shall come,
  and with consolations I will lead them back;
 I will let them walk by brooks of water,
  in a straight path where they shall not stumble,
 for I have become a father to Israel,
  and Ephraim is my firstborn.

 12 They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,
  and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD,
 over the grain, the wine, and the oil,
  and over the young of the flock and the herd;
 their life shall become like a watered garden,
  and they shall never languish again.
 13 Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,
  and the young men and the old shall be merry.
 I will turn their mourning into joy;
  I will comfort them and give them gladness for sorrow.
 14 I will give the priests their fill of fatness,
  and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,
 says the LORD.
A: Word of God!   
C:  Words of Life!
Psalm 147:12-20
 12 Worship the LORD, O Jerusalem;
  praise your God, O Zion,
 13 who has strengthened the bars of your gates
  and has blessed your children within you.
 14 God has established peace on your borders
  and satisfies you with the finest wheat.
 15 God sends out a command to the earth,
  a word that runs very swiftly. 
 16 God gives snow like wool,
  scattering frost like ashes.
 17 God scatters hail like bread crumbs.
  Who can stand against God’s cold?
 18 The LORD sends forth the word and melts them;
  the wind blows, and the waters flow.
 19 God declares the word to Jacob,
  statutes and judgments to Israel.
 20 The LORD has not done so to any other nation;
  they do not know God’s judgments. Hallelujah! 
Second Lesson: Ephesians 1:3-14
In Jesus, all of God’s plans and purposes have been made know as heaven and earth are united in Christ. Through Jesus, we have been chosen as God’s children and have been promised eternal salvation.
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. 5 He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8 that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight 9 he has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 11 In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, 12 so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 13 In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14 this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory.
Pr. Brisson: The Holy Gospel according to John, Chapter 1
C: Glory to you O Lord.
Gospel: John 1:[1-9] 10-18
John begins his gospel with this prologue: a hymn to the Word through whom all things were created. This Word became flesh and brought grace and truth to the world.
[1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it.
  6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.] 
  10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
  14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15 (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ ”) 16 From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God. It is the only Son, himself God, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.
Pr. Brisson: The Gospel of Our Lord!
C: Praise to You O Christ!
[bookmark: _Hlk170811959][bookmark: _Hlk202445654][bookmark: _Hlk203470734][bookmark: _Hlk204082265][bookmark: _Hlk204260276][bookmark: _Hlk205296986][bookmark: _Hlk205287719][bookmark: _Hlk206495230][bookmark: _Hlk205893132][bookmark: _Hlk207703765][bookmark: _Hlk208912238]Sermon by Pastor Steve Brisson

[bookmark: _Hlk214961260][bookmark: _Hlk215566331][bookmark: _Hlk217993701]Hymn of the Day: Of the Father's Love Begotten ELW 295
1	Of the Father's love begotten ere the worlds began
to be, he is Alpha and Omega,
		he the source, the ending he, of the things that are, that
have been, and that future years shall see,
		evermore and evermore.
2	Oh, that birth forever blessed, when the virgin,
full of grace, by the Holy Ghost conceiving,
		bore the Savior of our race, and the babe, the world's redeemer,
		first revealed his sacred face,
		evermore and evermore.
3	This is he whom seers in old time chanted of with
one accord, whom the voices of the prophets
promised in their faithful word; now he shines, the long-expected;
		let creation praise its Lord
		evermore and evermore.
4	Let the heights of heav'n adore him; angel hosts, his
praises sing; pow'rs, dominions, bow before him
		and extol our God and King; let no tongue on earth be
silent, ev'ry voice in concert ring
		evermore and evermore.

5 Christ, to thee, with God the Father, and, O Holy
Ghost, to thee, hymn and chant and high thanksgiving
		and unwearied praises be: honor, glory, and dominion,
		and eternal victory
		evermore and evermore! Amen.
Text: Marcus Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, 348-413; tr. Composite


Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace.

[bookmark: _Hlk205893182][bookmark: _Hlk202866586]Prayers of the People 
Response (after “Hear us, O God.”): “Your mercy is great.”

Pr. Brisson:  May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
C: And also with you.
Pr. Brisson: Let us now share this peace.
Offering is Brought to the Altar
[bookmark: _Hlk217035405]Offering Prayer
We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you; we are an Offering.  Lord, use our voices, Lord, use our hands, Lord, use our lives, they are yours: we are an offering.  All that we have, all that we are, all that we hope to be, we give to you, we give to you. We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you; we are an offering, we are an offering. 
Pr. Brisson:  The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

Pr. Brisson: Lift up your hearts.
C: Lift them to the Lord.

Pr. Brisson: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.



Preface
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh
you have opened the eyes of faith
to a new and radiant vision of your glory,
that, beholding the God made visible,
we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

[image: A sheet music with text and symbols

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

Eucharistic Prayer
[bookmark: _Hlk196821199]Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting, and your faithfulness endures from age to age.
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey. Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
In the night he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying: Take and eat; this is my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
After supper he took the cup, gave thanks and gave it for all to drink saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin, Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.
Christ has died
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Gathered into one, by the Holy Spirit let us listen to the words that Jesus taught us.


The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Pr. Brisson: God is now in flesh appearing. Come to the feast of joy!  Come and taste on your lips a Love we cannot comprehend.
C: Amen
[image: A sheet music with text and symbols
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Please come forward to receive
[bookmark: _Hlk205974233]
Communion Anthem: He Came Down ELW 253
Pr. Brisson: We are now a tabernacle with Christ inside of us. Let us rejoice and be glad at the Lord’s table.		
C: Amen

Prayer after Communion
Incarnate God, you are among us at this table.
May we treasure this gift and ponder in our hearts
the mystery of your presence.
Move us to discover the wonders of your love
in the everyday moments of our lives,
through Christ born in us.
Amen.
Sending
[bookmark: _Hlk206495339][bookmark: _Hlk207703915][bookmark: _Hlk213155106][bookmark: _Hlk213758733][bookmark: _Hlk202348547]Blessing
The triune God,
glorious Mystery,
holy Incarnate One,
abiding Comforter,
☩ bless you with endless grace, peace, and joy.
Amen.


[bookmark: _Hlk214961603][bookmark: _Hlk215566482]Sending Hymn: Lord, I Lift Your Name on High ELW 857
Lord, I lift your name on high; Lord, I love to sing your praises
I’m so glad you’re in my life, I’m so glad you came to save us.
You came from heaven to earth toshow the way, from the earth
to the cross, my debt to pay, from the cross to the grave,
from the grave to the sky; Lord, I lift your name on high.

Dismissal
[bookmark: _Hlk170812153]Pr. Brisson: Glory to God in the highest!
C: And peace to God’s people on earth!
Pr. Brisson: Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace.
C: Thanks be to God.
Postlude: instrumental
Unless otherwise noted, materials used in this bulletin are:
[bookmark: _Hlk170812210][bookmark: _Hlk204082479][bookmark: _Hlk212548709][bookmark: _Hlk208996054][bookmark: _Hlk210211939]From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS028635.  Music is reprinted under OneLicense.Net  #A712074  and/or Augsburg Fortress #SBL12176H.  Scripture, unless otherwise noted, is from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
[bookmark: _Hlk213758773][bookmark: _Hlk214963348][bookmark: _Hlk214440821][bookmark: _Hlk214963396][bookmark: _Hlk213758809][bookmark: _Hlk214442495][bookmark: _Hlk213838318]Announcements for January 3rd and 4th
[bookmark: _Hlk217997679][bookmark: _Hlk217991442]
ATTENDANCE
[bookmark: _Hlk207180714]      Christmas Eve							88
      Christmas Day							31
      Saturday, December 27th, 4pm			22
      Sunday, December 28th, 9am	        		43
      Drive-Up Communion             	 	 	  4 
                                                    	     		  188

The Altar Flowers are given this week by John Seasholtz, in memory of Brenda and Jeff!


This Week at St. Timothy's
Monday, January 5th	Bob on Vacation, 10am – PB&J Ministry, 11am – Healthy Start  	
Tuesday, January 6th        	Bob returns
Wednesday, January 7th     	11am -Citrus Blessings, 1pm – Card Makers
Thursday, January 8th 	11am – Miniatures, 3:30pm – Chimes, 4:30pm - Choir
Friday, January 9th			          	
Saturday, January 10th          	4pm - Worship
Sunday, January 11th               	9am – Worship, 10:15-10:45 – Drive Up Communion, 10:30 – Adult SS, Coffee Fellowship
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