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St. Timothy Lutheran Church
Sunday, December 7th   
2nd Weekend of Advent
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At the heart of our Advent preparation stands John the Baptist, who calls us to repent and make a new beginning. As the darkness increases, we turn toward the approaching light of Christ. For Christians he is the root of Jesse, the righteous judge who welcomes all, especially the poor and meek of the earth. We wait with hope for that day when the wolf will dwell with the lamb, and there will be no more hurt or destruction. From the Lord’s table we are sent in the spirit of John the Baptist to proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of God has come near.


St Timothy Worship Planning Team
S.A.M. Bob Bonomo
Deacon, Frank Hofstetter
Director of Music, Sally Hennessey
Saturday Pianist, Bill Robinson

[bookmark: _Hlk207703418]Pre-Service Music: Somebody’s Knockin’ at Your Door TFF 44
Welcome and Sharing of Congregational News
Prelude
[bookmark: _Hlk212547577]Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Faithful God,
you have shown us the ways of your heart,
yet we stray from your paths.
We are stuck in sinful systems of oppression
and do not embrace the freedom
of your faithful promises.
We ignore our neighbors.
We exploit the earth.
We reject your abundance,
trusting our impulses instead of your steadfast love.
Repair our relationships,
restore what we have broken,
renew our hearts,
and bring us to new life.
Amen.

Hear the good news:
God the Faithful One loves you,
☩ in Christ Jesus your sins are forgiven,
and by the power of the Holy Spirit you are set free.
Amen.
Greeting
S.A.M. Bob: The joy of our Lord Jesus Christ, the compassion of God, and the creative power of the Holy Spirit be with you all.	
C: And also with you.


Lighting of the Advent candle.


[bookmark: _Hlk214960874]

[bookmark: _Hlk214960946]Gathering Hymn: Hark, the Glad Sound!  ELW 239
1	Hark, the glad sound! The Savior comes,
	the Savior promised long;
	let ev'ry heart prepare a throne
	and ev'ry voice a song.

2	He comes the pris'ners to release,
	in Satan's bondage held.
	The gates of brass before him burst,
	the iron fetters yield.

3	He comes the broken heart to bind,
	the bleeding soul to cure,
	and with the treasures of his grace
	to enrich the humble poor.

4	Our glad hosannas, Prince of peace,
	your welcome shall proclaim,
	and heav'n's eternal arches ring
	with your beloved name.

Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702-1751
S.A.M. Bob - The Lord be with you.
[bookmark: _Hlk212541933]C – And also with you.	
Prayer of the Day
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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First Lesson: Isaiah 11:1-10
Isaiah describes the coming of a future, ideal ruler who will renew David’s royal line (the stump of Jesse). Gifted by the spirit of God, this ruler will reign with perfect justice. Enmity and danger will be restored to harmony and peaceful coexistence.
 1 A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,
  and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
 2 The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him,
  the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
  the spirit of counsel and might,
  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.
 3 His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.

 He shall not judge by what his eyes see
  or decide by what his ears hear,
 4 but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor
  and decide with equity for the oppressed of the earth;
 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
  and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
 5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist
  and faithfulness the belt around his loins.

 6 The wolf shall live with the lamb;
  the leopard shall lie down with the kid;
 the calf and the lion will feed together,
  and a little child shall lead them.
 7 The cow and the bear shall graze;
  their young shall lie down together;
  and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
 8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
  and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.
 9 They will not hurt or destroy
  on all my holy mountain,
 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD
  as the waters cover the sea.

  10 On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.
A – Word of God!		
[bookmark: _Hlk213753193]C – Words of Life!
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
 1 Give the king your justice, O God,
  and your righteousness to the king’s son;
 2 that he may rule your people righteously
  and the poor with justice;
 3 that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people,
  and the hills, in righteousness.
 4 Let him defend the needy among the people,
  rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor. 
 5 May he live as long as the sun and moon endure,
  from one generation to another.
 6 Let him come down like rain upon the mown field,
  like showers that water the earth.
 7 In his time may the righteous flourish;
  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.
 18 Blessed are you, LORD God, the God of Israel;
  you alone do wondrous deeds!
 19 And blessed be your glorious name forever,
  and may all the earth be filled with your glory. Amen. Amen. 


[bookmark: _Hlk215563410]Second Lesson: Romans 15:4-13
God’s promise to include Gentiles within the circle of God’s blessed people has been fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Christians live out their unity by welcoming and encouraging each other just as Christ has welcomed them into God’s family.
4 Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 5 May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6 so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

  7 Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 8 For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the ancestors 9 and that the gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 
 “Therefore I will confess you among the gentiles
  and sing praises to your name”;
10 and again he says, 
 “Rejoice, O gentiles, with his people”;
11 and again, 
 “Praise the Lord, all you gentiles,
  and let all the peoples praise him”;
12 and again Isaiah says, 
 “The root of Jesse shall come,
  the one who rises to rule the gentiles;
 in him the gentiles shall hope.”
13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.


A – Word of God!
C – Words of Life!

Gospel Acclamation
[image: ]

S.A.M. Bob: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 3rd  Chapter
C- Glory to you, O Lord.
[bookmark: _Hlk215563464][bookmark: _Hlk212542101]Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12
Just before Jesus begins his public ministry, John the Baptist appears, calling people to mend their ways and speaking of a powerful one who is to come.
1 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord;
  make his paths straight.’ ”
4 Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region around the Jordan were going out to him, 6 and they were baptized by him in the River Jordan, confessing their sins.
  7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance, 9 and do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10 Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.
  11 “I baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming after me is more powerful than I, and I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

S.A.M. Bob- The Gospel of the Lord.				
C - Praise to you, O Christ.		 
Sermon by S.A.M. Bob


[bookmark: _Hlk214961260]Hymn of the Day: Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding!  ELW 246
1	Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding!
	"Christ is near," we hear it say.
	"Cast away the works of darkness,
	all you children of the day!"

2	Wakened by the solemn warning,
	from earth's bondage let us rise;
	Christ, our sun, all sloth dispelling,
	shines upon the morning skies.

3	See the Lamb, so long expected,
	come with pardon down from heav'n.
	Let us haste, with tears of sorrow,
	one and all, to be forgiv'n;

4	So, when next he comes in glory
	and the world is wrapped in fear,
	he will shield us with his mercy
	and with words of love draw near.

5	Honor, glory, might, and blessing
	to the Father and the Son
	with the everlasting Spirit
	while unending ages run!

Text: Latin hymn, 1632; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-1878


[bookmark: _Hlk202866586]


Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Lord, listen to your children praying, 
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace.

Prayers of the People
In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your promise that Your peace is waiting for us. May Your peace renew the church, the nations and the whole creation.
A brief silence.
With wisdom and understanding, inspire the faithful around the world. Unite hearts and minds in work to address poverty, access to housing, and equity among peoples. God of grace,
We wait for You to come.

With counsel and might, move us to care for creation. As we dream of the day when all creatures will flourish alongside one another, guide us in ways humanity and all creation will mutually thrive. God of grace,
We wait for You to come.

With righteousness and faithfulness, encourage nations to live in harmony with one another. We pray for international student and teacher exchanges, for our partner churches, and for the shared mission of Lutheran World Relief and Lutheran Disaster Response. God of grace,
We wait for You to come.

With steadfastness and encouragement, strengthen those who have lost loved ones, those who lost a family pet. We pray for their peace. Those who suffer with depression, illnesses and loneliness we ask You to stay close to them. God of grace,
We wait for You to come.

With welcome and hospitality, embolden us in our shared ministry to overcome all that divides. In acts of repentance, compromise, and amending, may we serve in the way of Christ. God of grace,
We wait for You to come.

With our armed service men and women who are far from home, especially this time of year, may they feel the love and support we offer to them through prayer. God of Grace 
We wait for You to come.
Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.
Amen.

S.A.M.:  May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
C: And also with you.
S.A.M.: Let us now share this peace.
Offering is Brought to the Altar
Offering Prayer
We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you; we are an Offering.  Lord, use our voices, Lord, use our hands, Lord, use our lives, they are yours: we are an offering.  All that we have, all that we are, all that we hope to be, we give to you, we give to you. We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you; we are an offering, we are an offering. 
S.A.M. Bob: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

S.A.M. Bob: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up to the Lord.

S.A.M. Bob: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

[image: ]
Eucharistic Prayer
[bookmark: _Hlk196821199]Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting, and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey. Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
In the night he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying: Take and eat; this is my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
After supper he took the cup, gave thanks and gave it for all to drink saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin, Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.

Christ has died
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Gathered into one, by the Holy Spirit let us listen to the words that Jesus taught us.
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk213764329]

Invitation to Communion
S.A.M. Bob: There is a place for you at the table of God. Come, receive the food that does not perish, a test of life eternal. Come and taste on your lips a Love we cannot comprehend.		
[image: A sheet music with text and symbols

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]C: Amen














Please come forward to receive

[bookmark: _Hlk170812105]Communion Anthem: There’s A Voice in the Wilderness Calling ELW 255
S.A.M. Bob: We are now a tabernacle with Christ inside of us. Let us rejoice and be glad at the Lord’s table.		
C: Amen
Prayer after Communion
O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be your servants. Send us to do good and to share our possessions with all in need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.	Amen
Blessing 
S.A.M. Bob: The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who gives food to the hungry, who sets the prisoners free, ☩ bless you now and forever.
C: Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk214961603][bookmark: _Hlk170812210]Sending Hymn: On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry ELW 249
1	On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry
	announces that the Lord is nigh;
	awake and hearken, for he brings
	glad tidings of the King of kings!
2	Then cleansed be ev'ry life from sin;
	make straight the way for God within,
	and let us all our hearts prepare
	for Christ to come and enter there.
3	We hail you as our Savior, Lord,
	our refuge and our great reward;
	without your grace we waste away
	like flow'rs that wither and decay.
4	Stretch forth your hand, our health restore,
	and make us rise to fall no more;
	oh, let your face upon us shine
	and fill the world with love divine.
5	All praise to you, eternal Son,
	whose advent has our freedom won,
	whom with the Father we adore,
	and Holy Spirit, evermore.

Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. composite

Dismissal
[bookmark: _Hlk205901231]S.A.M Bob:  Go in peace to love and serve our Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God.
[bookmark: _Hlk170812153]Postlude: instrumental
Unless otherwise noted, materials used in this bulletin are:
[bookmark: _Hlk208996054][bookmark: _Hlk172023127]From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS028635.  Music is reprinted under OneLicense.Net  #A712074  and/or Augsburg Fortress #SBL12176H.  Scripture, unless otherwise noted, is from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
[bookmark: _Hlk212627527]

[bookmark: _Hlk213758773][bookmark: _Hlk214963348][bookmark: _Hlk214963396][bookmark: _Hlk213838318]Announcements for December 6th and 7th
[bookmark: _Hlk214440821][bookmark: _Hlk215049578]ATTENDANCE
[bookmark: _Hlk207180714]      Saturday, November 29th, 4pm			24
      Sunday, November 30th, 9am	        		43
      Drive-Up Communion             	 	 	  2 
                                                    	     		    69

The Altar Flowers are given this week by Jake and Marcia Jacobek in recognition of Pearl Harbor and to the glory of God!

This Week at St. Timothy's
Monday, December 8th  	10:30am – Ruth Circle @ Barb C’s house
Tuesday, December 9th       	9-12 – Food Pantry
Wednesday, December 10th     	1pm – Worship & Music, 2pm – Prayer Time, 4pm – “A Time for Waiting” Soup Supper
Thursday, December 11th         	9:30am – Prayer Group, 11am – Miniatures, 1pm – Royal Dalton Christmas Carols, 3:30pm – Chimes, 4:30pm - Choir
Friday, December 12th          	9:30am – Prayer Group
Saturday, December 13th         	4pm - Worship
Sunday, December 14th             	9am – Worship, 10:15-10:45 – Drive Up Communion, 10:30 – Adult SS, Coffee Fellowship

[image: Potted Poinsettia Clip Art]




CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS
     If you wish to purchase a poinsettia for our Christmas services, there is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the Narthex area. The cost per 6” plant is $15.00 which includes a $3.00 donation for the food pantry. Please put your payment in the church offering and designate it “Poinsettia”.


Advent/Christmas Schedule
Mid-week Advent “A Time for Waiting” Soup Supper, 4pm Wednesday, December 3rd, 10th, and 17th
Christmas Eve – Pre-service Music 4:30pm, Service at 5pm
Christmas Day – Pre-service Music 9:30am, Service at 10am.



[image: A list of names and a prayer list
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Prayer List

Carole Albert Beverly Bowers Annie Cook
Kelly D Rosa Neth Nick Nichols
David B Michael Fischer Joe Moore
Robert Harper Erica Wilson Melvin VanHorn
Mickey DeHart Luna Eloise Leahy ~ Dawn Pitkins
Clark Williams Betsy Fowler family
Sandy Marcum Dalton Pringle Family
Greg Schutrum Debbie Lawrence Bill & Evette Dexter
Fola Long Ashlee Rosalie Jacobs
Carol Dawson Linda C. Rhonda Sheldon
Fritzy Pringle David Ohsiek Family
Marcia Jacobek Kennedy Family Good Shepherd
Joshua Desilet Brooklyn Marcus Schoener

St. Anne’s Episcopal

All our men and women serving in the military.

All of the families affected by natural disasters worldwide
Clark Williams & Family

Everyone recovering from surgery or illness
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