St Timothy Lutheran Church
Saturday, August 8, 2026



[image: ]












Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, or fire, but in the sound of sheer silence. When the disciples face a great storm on the sea, they cry out with fear. Jesus says: “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Amid the storms of life, we gather to seek the calm presence of Christ that soothes our fears. In comforting words of scripture and in the refreshing bread and cup of the eucharist, God grants us peace and sends us forth to be a sign of God’s presence to others.

Preservice: My Life Flows On in Endless Song (v1 & 4) ELW 763
Welcome!
Prelude
Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Compassionate God,
we confess to you all our sins.
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace.
In Christ’s name we pray,
Amen.
Jesus says, “Come to me,
all you who are weary
and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.”
In the name of God,
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.
Rest in God’s love.
Amen.

Gathering Hymn: Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me ELW 623
1	Rock of Ages, cleft for me, let me hide myself in thee;
	let the water and the blood, from thy riven side which flowed,
	be of sin the double cure; cleanse me from its guilt and pow'r.

2	Not the labors of my hands can fulfill thy law's demands;
	could my zeal no respite know, could my tears forever flow,
	all for sin could not atone; thou must save, and thou alone.

3	Nothing in my hand I bring; simply to thy cross I cling.
	Naked, come to thee for dress; helpless, look to thee for grace;
	foul, I to the fountain fly; wash me, Savior, or I die.

4	While I draw this fleeting breath, when mine eyelids close in death,
	when I soar to worlds unknown, see thee on thy judgment throne,
	Rock of Ages, cleft for me, let me hide myself in thee.
Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740-1778

P - The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C - And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

First Reading: 1 Kings 19:9-18
On Mount Horeb, where God had appeared to Moses with typical signs of God’s presence—earthquake, wind, and fire—Elijah now experienced God in “sheer silence.” God assured Elijah that he is not the only faithful believer. Seven thousand Israelites are still loyal. God instructed Elijah to anoint two men as kings and to anoint Elisha as his own successor.
9 At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a cave and spent the night there. 
  Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 10 He answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.”

  11 He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind, and after the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake, 12 and after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire, and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. 13 When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14 He answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 15 Then the LORD said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 16 Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel, and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. 17 Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill, and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. 18 Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.”

A – Here ends the reading!
C – Thanks be to God!
 
P - The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 14th Chapter 
C - Glory to You O Lord!
Gospel: Matthew 14:22-33
Matthew’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people of “little faith,” who fail despite their best intentions. In this story, Matthew shows how Jesus comes to the disciples when they are in trouble and sustains them in their time of fear and doubt.
22 [Jesus] made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other side [of the Sea of Galilee,] while he dismissed the crowds.23 And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24 but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. 25 And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 26 But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”
  28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29 He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31 Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32 When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

P - The Gospel of the Lord.	
C – Praise to you, O Christ!	

Sermon by S.A.M. Robert Bonomo

Hymn of the Day: Lord, Eternal Father, Strong to Save ELW 756
1 Eternal Father, strong to save, whose arm has bound the
restless wave, who bade the mighty ocean deep its
own appointed limits keep: oh, hear us when we
cry to thee for those in peril on the sea.

2 O Savior, whose almighty word the winds and waves submissive heard, who walked upon the foaming deep, and
calm amid the storm didst sleep: oh, hear us when we
cry to thee for those in peril on the sea.

3 O Holy Spirit, who didst brood upon the chaos
dark and rude, and bid its angry tumult cease, and
give, for wild confusion, peace: oh, hear us when we
cry to thee for those in peril on the sea.

4 O Trinity of love and pow'r, all trav'lers guard in
danger's hour from rock and tempest, fire and foe,
		protect them wheresoe'er they go; thus evermore shal
rise to thee glad hymns and praise from land and sea.
Text: William Whiting, 1825-1878, alt.








The Apostle’s Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.




Prayers of the People
Lord Jesus, You called Peter to step out of the boat and walk toward You. We pray for Your Church across the world—across denominations, cultures, and languages—that it may have the courage to step out in faith, even when the waters seem deep and the winds are strong. 
Brief silence
Strengthen pastors, priests, elders, and lay leaders to proclaim Your truth with boldness and compassion. May the Church be a beacon of hope in a world that often feels lost. Help us to remember that our mission is not to stay safe in the boat, but to follow You wherever You lead.
Lord in Your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Lord of all creation, just as You calmed the storm, speak peace into the storms of our world—conflicts, injustice, and division. We pray for nations torn apart by war, for communities fractured by violence, and for leaders burdened with difficult decisions. Grant them wisdom that is rooted in justice, humility, and compassion. We remember especially those who are displaced from their homes, those who live under oppression, and those who face hunger and poverty. May Your Spirit move in places of despair, bringing reconciliation, healing, and hope.
Lord in Your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Compassionate Savior, You reached out Your hand to Peter when he began to sink. Reach out now to all who are overwhelmed by fear, anxiety, or uncertainty. We pray for those facing job loss, financial hardship, or broken relationships. We remember those who feel trapped in cycles of addiction or weighed down by mental illness. Surround them with people who will walk alongside them, speak words of encouragement, and remind them that they are not alone. May they hear Your voice above the roar of the waves, saying, “Take courage. It is I. Don’t be afraid.”
Lord in Your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Healer of body and soul, we lift before You those who are ill, in pain, or recovering from surgery. We pray for those enduring long-term illness, those awaiting test results, and those nearing the end of life. Calm their hearts, ease their suffering, and restore them to health according to Your will. Be with their caregivers—family members, nurses, doctors, and all who offer support—giving them patience, strength, and compassion. May Your presence be felt in hospital rooms, care homes, and private homes alike.
Lod in Your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Lord, You came to Your disciples in their place of need. Come now to our neighborhoods, schools, and workplaces. We pray for teachers and students preparing for a new school year, for those seeking employment, and for those working tirelessly to serve others. Help us to be instruments of Your peace, reaching out to those who feel alone, lost, or forgotten. May our community be marked by kindness, generosity, and a willingness to bear one another’s burdens.
Lord in Your mercy
Hear our prayer.

For this congregation and its ministries, they reflect Your love and life amid a turbulent world. Guide council members, elders, and other church leaders with Your still, calm voice. 
Lord in Your mercy
Hear our prayer

Heavenly Father, We give thanks for the faithful who have gone before us. Guide us in our earthly journey, that we may one day join them in Your eternal kingdom. 
Lord in Your mercy,
Hear our prayer

Gracious Lord, when we face storms in our own lives, help us to fix our eyes on You rather than the waves. Teach us to trust Your presence, to listen for Your voice, and to follow where You lead. Forgive us when we doubt and lift us up when we fall. Give us the courage to step out in faith, knowing that You will not let us sink. 

Amen


P – The Peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C – And also with you.



The Offering is Brought to the Altar
Offering Prayer
We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you; we are an Offering.  Lord, use our voices, Lord, use our hands, Lord, use our lives, they are yours: we are an offering.  All that we have, all that we are, all that we hope to be, we give to you, we give to you. We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you; we are an offering, we are an offering.


Preface
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
[image: ]



Eucharistic Prayer
(Words of Institution)
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.
Christ has died
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,
his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again,
we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty,
not as we ought but as we are able;
we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin,
may be formed to live as your holy people
and be given our inheritance with all your saints.
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.		Amen.
Gathered into one, by the Holy Spirit let us listen to the words that Jesus taught us.











The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
P: Taste and see that the Lord is good.
C: Thanks be to God. 
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Distribution of Communion – Come Forward to Receive
Communion Hymn: I Am the Bread of Life ELW 485, Here is Bread ELW 483
P- Now may the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace!
C - Thank You Jesus!

Prayer after Communion
Compassionate God,
Through the gifts of bread and wine
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this Holy meal,
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.
Amen.

                     
                    Words of dismissal and benediction
Know that the ever-present mystery we name God
was in your past forgiving you,
in your present loving you,
and in your future meeting you.
And may the blessing of the Source of life, love and hope,
the Word of life, compassion and wisdom
and Breath of life, grace and truth,
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
surround, sustain and surprise you,
this day and all your days. Amen.



Sending Hymn: When Peace like a River (It Is Well with My Soul) ELW 785
1	When peace like a river attendeth my way, when
	sorrows like sea billows roll, whatever my lot, thou hast
	taught me to say, 	it is well, it is well with my soul.

Refrain
	It is well (it is well)
	with my soul, (with my soul,)
	it is well, it is well with my soul.

2	Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, let
this blest assurance control, that Christ has regarded my
helpless estate, 	and has shed his own blood for my soul.  Refrain

3	He lives--oh, the bliss of this glorious thought; my
sin, not in part, but the whole, is nailed to his cross and I
bear it no more. Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!  Refrain

4  Lord, hasten the day when our faith shall be sight, the
clouds be rolled back as a scroll, the trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend; 	even so it is well with my soul.  Refrain
Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828-1888

Dismissal
P – Look, and listen to S.A.M. Bob.
C- Thanks be to God. 

Postlude:	 
Unless otherwise noted, service materials used in this bulletin are:
Music is reprinted under OneLicense.Net  #A712074  and/or Augsburg Fortress #SBL12176H.  Scripture, unless otherwise noted, is from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 



St. Timothy’s is served by S.A.M. Robert “Bob” Bonomo
Lay Minister Frank Hofstetter
Director of Music Sally Hennessey
Saturday Pianist Bill Robinson
Announcements for August 8th and 9th 
ATTENDANCE
Saturday, August 1st, 4pm 		19	
Sunday, August 2nd, 9am			51		       
        Drive-Up Communion		      2
							     72

[bookmark: _Hlk219286461]The altar flowers are given this week by Kathy Geer, in memory of Dick Geer.

Serving our Lord this weekend:
Saturday, August 8th 
Assisting Minister – Carolyn Fialkowski
Reader – Ed Fialkowski

Sunday, August 9th     
Assisting Minister – Patie Pule
Reader – Dick Kleinsmith
Altar Guild – John & Jodie Gudorf







This Week at St. Timothy's
Monday, August 10th  	NO RUTH CIRCLE
Tuesday, August 11th  	9-12 Food Pantry
Wednesday, August 12th    	
Thursday, August 13th       	11-12 Bible Study, 11am – Miniatures, 4:30 - Choir
Friday, August 14th     			 
Saturday, August 15th           4pm Worship, No Fellowship
Sunday, August 16th               9am Worship, 10:30 – Adult SS, Coffee Fellowship








PRAYER LIST
Ginny
Cindy
Mary Schlumberger
Marcia Treber
Family & Friends of Nick Nichols
Baby Atticus
Teresa York
Debbie Lawrence
Carole Albert
Linda C.
Ashlee
Frani Barnes
Mark Duffy
Wyatt Toney
Jim & Rosa Neth
Melanie
Trish Bradley
Fowler Family
Marcus

Our prayer list has been purged. If you want to put a name back on, please let us know.
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Text: Claire Cloninger, b. 1942

Music: COME TO THE TABLE, Martin J. Nystrom, b. 1956

Text and music © 1991 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (ASCAP), ¢/o Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695;
and Juniper Landing Music, admin. Word Music; and Word Music (ASCAP). Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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